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European Center for Not-for-Profit Law Stichting (ECNL) has prepared this Regional 
Report based on the findings and priorities of the six CSO Meter Country Reports for 
2024 from its six partners: Transparency International Anticorruption Center in Armenia; 
Civil Society Institute in Georgia; Promo-LEX Association in Moldova; ISAR Ednannia in 
Ukraine; country researchers from Belarus and Azerbaijan; and the support of the 
following Hub members: NGO Center, Law Development and Protection Foundation, 
and Eurasia Partnership Foundation from Armenia; the Georgian Young Lawyers’ 
Association (GYLA) and the Institute for Development of Freedom of Information (IDFI) 
in Georgia, the Independent Journalism Center (IJC) and the Legal Resources Centre 
from Moldova (LRCM); the Ukrainian Center for Independent Political Research (UCIPR), 
the Centre for Democracy and Rule of Law, ZMINA Human Rights Centre and the 
Institute of Legislative Ideas in Ukraine. 

ECNL is a leading European resource and research centre in the field of policies and laws 
affecting civil society. ECNL creates knowledge, empowers partners and helps set 
standards that create, protect, and expand civic freedoms. 

The CSO Meter: Empowered for Action project is implemented by ECNL and its partners: 
Transparency International Anticorruption Center in Armenia; Civil Society Institute in 
Georgia; Promo-LEX Association in Moldova; and ISAR Ednannia in Ukraine. 

This publication was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its 
contents are the sole responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the European Union. 
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ABBREVIATIONS & 
ACRONYMS 
 

AI   Artificial intelligence  

AML/CTF   Anti-money laundering and counter-terrorism financing 

COP29  2024 United Nations Climate Change Conference 

CSO    Civil society organisation 

DoD European Union Directive on Transparency of Interest 
Representation on Behalf of Third Countries  

EaP    Eastern Partnership 

ECNL   European Center for Not-for-Profit Law Stichting 

EU   European Union 

GDPR   General Data Protection Regulation (Regulation (EU) 2016/679) 

LGBTQ+ Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning, intersex, 
asexual, etc. 

MONEYVAL The Committee of Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-Money 
Laundering Measures and the Financing of Terrorism  

NGO  Non-governmental organisation 

OGP   Open Government Partnership 

SLAPP   Strategic litigation against public participation 

UBO   Ultimate beneficial owner 

USAID  United States Agency for International Development 
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I. Executive summary: 
Civil society 
environment in the 
Eastern Partnership 
region 
 

The CSO Meter 2024 Regional Report draws on the six CSO Meter 2024 Country 
Reports based on continuous monitoring and broader analysis of the civil society 
environment in the Eastern Partnership (EaP) region. It highlights key trends both 
within and outside the region, including recent developments such as the United States 
(US) funding freeze and the reduction in bilateral support which has had a significant 
impact on civil society in the region. The Report also covers key developments and 
changes in scores across the eleven thematic areas of the CSO Meter. The Report 
concludes with a set of strategic priorities which aim to guide states, European Union 
(EU) institutions, civil society organisations (CSOs) and donors in navigating their work 
on improving the civil society environment in the region. These priorities are intended 
to inform the EU’s assessment of progress toward integration of Ukraine, Moldova and 
Georgia and shape its rule of law reporting. They also serve as essential guidance for the 
EU and other donors in setting funding priorities and planning political and financial 
support for civil society. 

Civil society as an essential pillar for stability and 
democracy in the EaP region 
In 2024, the EaP region faced instability due to war, conflict, floods, polarisation, and 
election interference, while civil society came under further legal restrictions. Yet 
despite these challenges, civil society remained crucial in advancing democratic 
reforms, particularly by advocating for legislation that enhances public participation, 
data protection, and transparency. Additionally, it has supported national stability 
through anti-disinformation initiatives, delivering services to vulnerable populations, 
and fostering dialogue. In restrictive environments, CSOs have been instrumental in 
protecting people’s fundamental rights, from resisting surveillance and defending the 




